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QS achieves gold status with QS-GAP standard for fruit

and vegetable production

The Sustainable Agriculture Initiative (SAI) has reviewed the QS-GAP
standard applicable to QS-certified producers of fruit and vegetables.
In the course of the review, a comparison was made with the require-
ments of the benchmarking tool "Farm Sustainability Assessment 2.0
(FSA)", which is regarded as an acknowledged reference for the pro-
motion of sustainable agriculture. The result: the QS-GAP standard in
combination with German legislation achieves the highest FSA equiva-
lence rating for sustainability: Gold status.

The QS-GAP guideline for fruit, vegetables and potatoes meets 100 percent of
the essential requirements and basic requirements of the FSA tool and 86 per-
cent of the advanced requirements. This means that the QS-GAP standard is
fully compliant with the principles of sustainable agriculture in Germany.

"Achieving gold status confirms the commitment of all producers certified ac-
cording to the QS-GAP standard to sustainability in the production of fruit,
vegetables and potatoes", emphasises Wilfried Kamphausen, Deputy Man-
aging Director of QS Fachgesellschaft Obst, Gemise, Kartoffeln GmbH. "QS-
certified producers thus set an important signal for future-oriented and sus-
tainable food production".

The SAI platform is a global initiative of food companies. Tools and instruc-
tions are developed to support global and local sustainable procurement and
agricultural practices. The FSA covers all requirements for sustainable agricul-
ture: social, ecological, economic and general management criteria for the
production of fruit and vegetables as well as other crops are assessed. "FSA
provides a highly effective tool for assessing, improving and communicating
sustainability on farms", explains Joe Rushton of SAI.

QS Qualitdt und Sicherheit GmbH is owner of the QS quality scheme for food.
The standards defined by QS set clear and verifiable production requirements
for all stages of the food supply chain — from the feed sector right through to
the food retail. The cross-stage monitoring of these requirements as well as
the traceability of agricultural products and goods made from them character-
ise the QS scheme. More than 107.000 companies from feed sector, agricul-
ture, slaughtering/deboning, processing and butchery, wholesale and food re-
tail and more than 24.000 companies in the fruit, vegetables and potatoes
supply chain have already chosen to become part of the QS scheme.
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